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***************************************

*** WELCOME! ***

to the latest issue of Gen Dobry!, the e-zine of PolishRoots®. If you missed previous issues, you 
can find them here:

<http://polishroots.org/GenDobry/tabid/60/Default.aspx>

***************************************
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*** WHEN Gen Dobry! LINKS DON’T WORK ***

by Fred Hoffman <wfh@langline.com>

I received a note from one of our readers, Thurman Kratz, and he brought up a problem that 
has, I’m sure, affected others as well. Here’s what he wrote after receiving the last issue of Gen 
Dobry!:

For some reason none of the links will work. They are blue in color but are not underlined 
like a link would be; when you click on them nothing happens. I can’t download the PDF 
version because the link won’t work.

Thanks, I always look forward to my Gen Dobry!

	 Thurman Kratz <thurmankratz@hotmail.com>

I’m sure Thurman’s not the only one who’s experienced this. I want to say a few things about this 
problem, because it’s one manifestation of a problem that plagues the Internet: inconsistent text 
display.

You see, when I prepare the e-mail version of Gen Dobry!, I go through it repeatedly, trying to 
make sure everything looks just so. I pay particular attention to the links or URLs. Our e-zine is 
aimed primarily at helping people use Internet resources in their research, and nothing frustrates 
more than a link that promises to tell you everything you want to know—but when you click on 
it, nothing happens! People with lots of Internet experience have figured out what to do in such 
cases; but most folks want to use computers without first getting a Ph.D. in programming. They 
want the links to work, with no annoying error messages or other aggravation. 

Oh, I can make everything look right—but the instant I hit the “Send” button, it’s out of my 
hands. With luck, your system is set up more or less the same way mine is, and what you see will 
look the same as what I saw. But there are many, many ways something can happen to interfere 
and mess it all up.

It’s not just Gen Dobry! that suffers from this, of course; all kinds of text ends up displayed 
different ways on different systems. Seems like every time some helpful soul posts a nice Web 
link in a note on a mailing list, you can bet the farm someone will write in to say “I tried that link 
and it didn’t work.” Sometimes the link was wrong; human error is, unfortunately, rampant. But 
more often, the link is just fine until that “Send” button gets pressed. Then the Internet gremlins 
go to work and butcher it. Maybe they break up the URL into more than one line, and the 
truncated link goes dead because URLs are an “all or nothing proposition.” Maybe the gremlins 
insert a blank space into the middle of it, and the link dies for the same reason. There are lots of 
things that can go wrong, and the gremlins grin gleefully as we grimace and groan. 

It all goes back to the lack of one clear-cut, universally accepted set of commands for how text 
is to be displayed. I imagine this problem is mainly limited to PC users, because Apple is more 
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monolithic in its approach, and variation from the party line is not tolerated. PC users have a 
richer variety of programs to choose from; but their systems suffer from having to accommodate 
about 43 jillion different approaches, not all of which work and play well with others. Each 
machine has its pros and cons; you pay your money and you take your chance. On the whole, 
I prefer the wilder, looser, germier PC environment; but I do admit, there are times I wish my 
computer would just stop jerking me around and do what I tell it to!

Anyway, back to Gen Dobry! I used to send out it in plain ASCII text, nothing but the standard 
letters, numbers, and symbols that every computer recognizes. Theoretically, that’s the simplest 
possible way to go, and simple means there are fewer things to go wrong. Plain text is also nice 
because it produces small files and is virtually impossible for malware to infect.

But even plain ASCII text can be mangled. It depends on how much your software tries to “help” 
you. Some software searches for anything that looks like a Web address and turns it into a live 
link, whether it was meant to be or not. Some software looks for anything that has an @ symbol 
and turns it into an e-mail address, again, whether it was meant to be or not. This was supposed 
to be for our convenience, and it’s nice for us poor befuddled humans when it works. But it 
doesn’t always work, because different systems and programs do things slightly different ways.

Besides, the server we use now to send out Gen Dobry! doesn’t seem to like plain text. Oh, it 
offers plain text as an option—but whenever I try to use it, the result comes out as one long 
sentence, no line breaks, no paragraph breaks, just one mind-numbing block of text. At least, 
that’s what I see when I preview the message before sending it out. Trying to read the issue is 
like spending a few hours deciphering the Dead Sea scrolls. I don’t need that grief, and neither 
do you.

So these days, I go ahead and use “rich text” format, which is fancier and makes the issue look 
nicer—if all goes well (a big if). But it also makes the file bigger, which is kind of a pain; and the 
fancier you get, the more there is to go wrong. 

The simple truth is, when I send out an issue, I cross my fingers and hope what you get is 
recognizable. I guess in most cases it is, or I’d hear from more of you with problems. 

What baffles me is, I have copies of each issue sent to two different accounts, one to my Yahoo 
address and one to my G-mail address, so I can compare them. Typically, the copy delivered via 
G-mail comes out looking just fine, formatted pretty much the way I set it up, with every link 
nice and clear and working fine. The Yahoo version has big blank lines between each paragraph, 
and the links don’t work, even though they’re colored blue and they look fine. Both are working 
from the exact same original file; G-mail handles it right, Yahoo messes it up. Why? I can’t begin 
to tell you.

Just to make things screwier, one reader sent me a comment on the last issue, and after his note, 
he quoted the entire contents of that issue. I opened this note in my Yahoo account, and in that 
quoted copy, every one of the links was blue and underlined, and worked perfectly! I shook my 
head, turned off my computer, and went out to shovel snow.
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All I can tell you is, I try to send you a version that will work right on your machine; but I have 
no control over whether it really does or not. My best advice is to try the version that shows up 
in your e-mail box, and see if it behaves itself. If it doesn’t, go to the Gen Dobry! page on the 
PolishRoots site, <http://polishroots.org/GenDobry/tabid/60/Default.aspx >, and download the 
PDF version. Adobe’s free PDF Reader doesn’t always work perfectly; no software does. But 
at least the odds are better. Plus the PDF preserves my original formatting, which should make 
everything a little easier to read.

I hope you’re one of the lucky ones and the copy you get works. If it doesn’t, I hope my advice 
helps. If all else fails, you can turn off your machine and come help me shovel snow....

***************************************

*** LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ***

Subject: A Little Courage for 2011 

Editor—I was surprised by the reaction I received to my article in the last issue, 
“A Little Courage for 2011.” Eileen Carter asked for permission to reprint it in the PGSA 
Notebook, and I got nice e-mail notes from a number of readers. There’s no room to print 
them all, but here are two examples.

Thank you for such a great New Year’s letter to us all! You are on target with the subject at hand; 
we should be appreciative of what we have now and strive to make the future better for all.

Since doing all the genealogy research for the last two years and reading books and e-stories on 
the past, I try to imagine the hardships my grandparents went through, immigrating to the U.S. 
from their respective countries, struggling to learn the new culture and way of life, raising families, 
leaving their parents behind. I also try to imagine  what their lives in the “old countries” were like. 
Everything hard, every step of the way.

	 Marcia Feinberg <emiliakozibroda@gmail.com>

Editor—You’re very welcome, and thanks for taking the time to let me know you 
enjoyed it.

-----

Just read the December 31 issue of Gen Dobry! Thank you so much for what you wrote in the 
introduction. It pretty much sums up how I feel. I’ve had some trials in my life, but on tough 
days I think about my Polish grandmother and what she endured coming to this country. Never 
once do I remember her complaining. As a child, I never thought about it and listened lovingly to 
her stories of the “old country.” Late in life, when speaking about never seeing her parents again 
for the rest of her life, she teared up ... just a hint of what she’d lost. I think of her often and try 
to live up to my heritage. I appreciate what you wrote very much.

	 Connie Johnson, Wallingford,VT
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Editor—I appreciate your note, and all the notes I got from people who enjoyed 
my little stint on the soapbox.

-----

Subject: Sienkiewicz’s Story “Za Chlebem”

Editor—I liked this exchange of notes because it showed how one person with a 
little ingenuity and effort can find the answer to her questions. Christine Dowd first wrote 
this to me, referring to my mention of Sienkiewicz’s story “Za Chlebem” in the last 
issue:

I am intrigued by your mention of the story by Sienkiewicz. Do you have a source to purchase it?

	 Christine Dowd

Editor—Before I could write back, she sent me another note with the subject 
“Never mind”:

I found it on line as an epub and can put it on my iPad!

	 Christine

Editor—I was intrigued, so I did a little searching and found Sienkiewicz’s works 
available in several places, including Project Gutenberg. But this one includes this story 
and others by Sienkiewicz in epub and other formals: <http://openlibrary.org/authors/
OL33439A/Henryk_Sienkiewicz>. I wrote Christine and asked if that was the site where she 
found it.]

Yes, that is exactly where I discovered it. It can also be found at: <http://www.onread.com/books/
key-after-bread>.

	 Christine

Editor—It discourages me how often people who hope to trace their family 
history post notes to mailing lists, or send notes to “experts,” asking how to find this or 
that. We all need help from time to time, but what bothers me is that so often, the answer 
to such questions requires only a quick visit to Google or some other search engine. If 
people can’t figure out how to answer simple questions with the most common Web tools, 
what chance do they have answering more difficult ones about their family histories? 
So folks, be like Christine: don’t just ask, search! Often you’ll not only find an answer, 
you’ll learn something about how to find answers—and for a genealogist, no skill is more 
valuable!

-----
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Subject: the Sabik Family

Editor—I received this note from a Polish gentleman who saw some notes I 
posted regarding the surname SABIK. Patricia Yokum, one of the attendees at the 2008 
UPGS Conference, asked me what I could tell her about the name. I uploaded those notes 
and a few others to a page on my personal Web site, <http://www.fredhoff.com/UPGS2008.
htm>. This gentleman saw my notes, and for obvious reasons would like to contact 
anyone else interested in that surname. If you wish to write to him, send me a note and 
I’ll provide his e-mail address.

I have done genealogical research, family Sabik. I have over 100 (copy) documents about my 
ancestors—nine generations. Documents from the year 1780. In Orzechówka, Carpathian. 
Orzechówka is located about 80 km from the town of Wysoka Strzyżowska, Carpathian, Poland. 
I created a family tree in the MyHeritage Family.

	 Tadeusz Sabik

***************************************

*** ENGLISH-lANGuAGE camps in lithuania ***

submitted by Robert M. Pine

Editor—I know this is a publication on Polish research, and you may wonder why 
we talk so much about resources for Lithuanian or Belarusian or Ukrainian or German 
or Jewish research. But given the history of Poland, your Polish ancestors may very well 
have lived in Lithuania, Belarus, Ukraine, Germany, etc. Or your Christian ancestry may 
very well include Jews! So it’s smart to cast your bread on the waters, and not only in 
Poland. This info, sent in by Robert M. Pine, could prove valuable to a significant number 
of our readers.

The attached text describes the volunteer English immersion camps organized by WIESCO for 
over two decades. For those of Polish-Lithuanian heritage, this is an exciting, person-to-person, 
inexpensive way to experience the people and culture of the homeland of their ancestors. It 
specifically discusses the two camps being organized with the Lithuanian Ministry of Education. 
Only a couple openings remain available at the Toruń, Poland, camp.

We would appreciate your announcing this opportunity to your membership through Gen Dobry! 
You may edit it as needed to fit your newsletter or e-mail, or placement on your Web site.

Please contact me with any questions or needs. Alerting me to when it will be distributed is 
greatly appreciated.

Happy New Year — or in Polish and Lithuanian, Szczęśliwego Nowego Roku / Laimingų Naujujų 
Metų ...
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=====

You Are Invited to Participate in English Language Camps
-----

Vilnius & Šiauliai, Lithuania
Summer 2011

Introduction: The Wisconsin Educational Scientific Cultural Organization (WIESCO), a 501c3 
not-for-profit, has more than two decades of experience sponsoring English-language camps 
in Poland, Lithuania, Latvia and Macedonia. It is in the process of organizing its fifth year in 
Lithuania. The camps, organized in cooperation with the Lithuanian Ministry of Education, offer 
you an exceptional opportunity to meet the people and to experience the culture of Lithuania 
while sharing with them your knowledge and introducing them to America and Americans.

There is no need to know the Lithuanian language. This is English camp, and students are 
conversant in English. They are at camp to practice and expand upon their already existing skills 
in the English language through constant dialog with native American speakers.

Duration: Arrival in Lithuania is June 24, 2011. We return on July 20, though you may append 
personal travel, if desired. The camp itself is three full weeks. It is preceded by a few days for 
travel and setting up at the school facilities, and is followed by a few days of Rest & Relaxation. 
Late afternoons, evenings and weekends are available for personal and group exploration, 
sightseeing, etc. Also, our hosts are planning some events or outings for us.

The camps: Two camp locations, addressing the needs of separate groups, are in the planning 
stage. Each camp is led by between 8 and 10 instructors. You choose which camp better suits 
your background experience, interests, etc.

VILNIUS: The goal of this camp is to advance the abilities of about 100 English-speaking 
Lithuanian educators. You choose to instruct either of two independent groups:

– English teachers seeking to improve their personal fluency in English and to learn new 
methods of instruction useful to them upon returning to their classrooms.

– School administrators, and teachers of subjects other than English, seeking to improve their 
skills for professional and personal reasons.

Instruction will address all areas of understanding English – familiarity with its nuances, 
intonation, pronunciation and vocabulary; awareness of Americanisms in English; and some 
grammar – presented within the needs of their academic and teaching environment. It is 
important for these lessons to be engaging and interactive, not one-directional lectures. Feel 
free to employ informal and participatory activities, and illustrate teaching techniques, through 
topical discussions, literature, film, theater, music, creative writing, etc. We can assist in your 
planning.
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Vilnius is the capital and cultural center of Lithuania. The teaching and boarding facility is 
located at walking distance to the large and beautiful “Old City” of Vilnius (a UNIESCO World 
Heritage Site), with its museums, galleries, restaurants, Baroque churches and other cultural 
venues. To explore the city of Vilnius, visit <http://www.vilnius-tourism.lt> (click on EN at the top 
for English), <http://www.vilnius.com>, and <http://www.vilnius-life.com>.

ŠIAULIAI: This camp is for high school and advanced late elementary students with a solid 
background in English and represents our classic camp structure. The primary objective is 
to improve their overall skills in English through daily immersion in the language with the 
instructors and their fellow students. In the process they will also learn more about America, 
American history and culture, and Americans themselves.

Each instructor has a homeroom of about 10-12 students. Homerooms rotate during the course of 
the week to provide an academic meeting between all teachers and students. You need to design 
four lesson plans for these formal classes. We can assist you in this regard. A typical camp day 
includes formal classes and a session with your homeroom. Afternoons include several activities 
in which students choose to participate: topical discussions and debates, theater productions, 
sports, arts and crafts, music, movies, etc. Special activities for the full student body are also 
organized. Instructors lead these programs based upon their interests and experience.

Šiauliai is the fourth largest city in Lithuania. The school is highly respected for its foreign 
language curriculum and its International Baccalaureate program. We will be located in the 
center of town near many museums, cultural activities, restaurants, shopping, etc. The famous 
“Hill of Crosses” is just outside the city. To learn more about the city of Šiauliai you can visit 
<http://www.inyourpocket.com/lithuania/siauliai>. On the left side column click “Free Download” 
to obtain a very informative tourist brochure.

Expenses & Tax Deductibility: Our hosts provide room and board, transportation between 
the site and the airport, and some sightseeing or entertainment. Your expense is a $400 per 
person nonrefundable application fee and airfare; both of which are tax deductible as allowable 
by current law (costs for any supplies used in your lessons are also deductible). WIESCO 
provides you a letter of participation for your tax records. Incidental personal expenses are your 
responsibility.

Guidelines: WIESCO requires teachers to be college graduates, but formal teaching experience 
is not necessary. ESL experience is a plus. We have had many husband and wife teams at camp; 
in these cases each spouse is required to teach and lead a separate homeroom.

Contact Us: Our Web site is <http://www.wiesco.org>. I can be contacted by e-mail at <thepine@
att.net> and by phone at 630-279-5646 (Chicago area).

We at WIESCO appreciate your interest in our English camps and I look forward to discussing 
your questions and thoughts in detail.

Robert M. Pine
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***************************************

*** POLISH NATIONAL CONTRIBUTES TO NCAA WIN ***

by Raymond Rolak
 
YPSILANTI—Central Michigan and Eastern Michigan University always have intense games. 
Every sport and every game is magnified. Not only is it an NCAA special rival game but each 
contest is for in-state bragging rights. 
 
Kamil Janton, the junior, 6’10” center for Eastern Michigan and hailing from Tarnów, Poland, 
only had two points, but they were huge points. More importantly and even with only seven 
minutes of hard work relief time, he got high praise from his coach. 
 
Janton, who went to high school in Chicago, was also featured on the EMU game day program 
titled, ‘United We Hoop.’ “Kamil’s playing time really gave us some center relief help,” said 
Eastern Michigan University Head Coach Charles Ramsey. “He allowed some rest time for our 
guys underneath the basket and those two points were important.” 
 
The Mid-American Conference game wasn’t pretty for either squad. The Eagles came out on top, 
41-38. It was a hard defensive match-up but both teams shot cold on a very-very cold and chilly 
Michigan afternoon. CMU was only 14 of 60 from the field for 23%. EMU was slightly better 
at 14 of 42 for 33%. Ramsey gave some deserved credit to his swarming defense which helped 
contribute to the ‘Chips’ poor showing from the field. High heralded CMU freshman, Trey 
Zeigler was held to only 13 points. 
 
Eastern’s big gun, Brandon Bowdry was pressured hard from Central and held to six points 
but he did have eight boards. Derek Thompson picked up 11 much needed points and Darrell 
Lampley also added 11 for EMU. While Bowdry was often swarmed he was able to dish off and 
create opportunities for other Eagles.
	
The Chippewas made the last two minutes tension filled as they cut the lead to three points twice. 
It was excitement to the max, and they made their free throws to tighten the pressure. Zeigler hit 
the second of two free throws for CMU. That cut the lead to four, 39-35, with 29.4 left on the 
clock.

The Eagles had trouble in-bounding the ball, and Central’s Finis Craddock picked up the errant 
pass and bombed in a long sky three from the top of the circle. That cut it to one, 39-38, with 
24.9 left.

Central was then forced into a fouling situation and Lampley would connect on both free throws 
to put Eastern up by three, 41-38, with 22.3 left. That sealed the victory for Eastern Michigan. 

EMU Coach Ramsey was optimistic about finding things to highlight about his team’s 
performance. “We did just enough to win and hold on,” he said. He did smile when pressed more 
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about Janton and the irony of being the ‘Cover Boy’ on the game day printed program. “He has 
earned playing time, and everyone contributed today.” added Ramsey.

The 38 points scored by CMU was an EMU Convocation Center low for a visiting team while 
EMU’s 41 points was also a team low for the season. “Defense by both teams contributed to the 
low score of the game, and Central did a good job of concentrating on shutting Bowdry down. 
Everyone else stepped up,” continued Ramsey. CMU Coach Ernie Zeigler did not attend post-
game. 

EMU sophomore, Jamell Harris has recorded 47 blocked shots this season. He had five in this 
game. 

Editor—Raymond Rolak is a veteran broadcaster who covers NCAA sports.

***************************************

*** SANTO SUBITO! JOHN PAUL II TO BE BEATIFIED! ***

submitted by Guido Buldrini

Editor—Guido Buldrini posted this note to the Poland-Roots and Polish Genius 
mailing lists. I’m not sure what source he’s quoting, but there are plenty of online news 
outlets covering the same ground. I felt certain many of you would like to know about 
this.

VATICAN CITY, 14 JAN 2011 (VIS) – On 1 May, the second Sunday of Easter and Divine Mercy 
Sunday, Benedict XVI will preside at the rite of beatification for John Paul II in the Vatican.

According to a note released by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, “today 14 January, 
Benedict XVI, during an audience granted to Cardinal Angelo Amato S.D.B., prefect of the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints, authorised the dicastery to promulgate the decree of the 
miracle attributed to the intercession of Venerable Servant of God John Paul II (Karol Wojtyła). 
This concludes the process which precedes the rite of beatification.

“It is well known that, by pontifical dispensation, his cause began before the end of the five-year 
period which the current norms stipulate must pass following the death of a Servant of God. This 
provision was solicited by the great fame of sanctity which Pope John Paul II enjoyed during 
his life, in his death and after his death. In all other ways, the normal canonical dispositions 
concerning causes of beatification and canonization were observed in full.

“Between June 2005 and April 2007 the principal diocesan investigation was held in Rome, 
accompanied by secondary investigations in various other dioceses, on his life, virtues, fame 
of sanctity and miracles. The juridical validity of these canonical processes was recognized by 
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints with a decree of 4 May 2007. In June 2009, having 
examined the relative ‘Positio,’ nine of the dicastery’s theological consultors expressed their 
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positive judgement concerning the heroic nature of the virtues of the Servant of God. The 
following November, in keeping with the usual procedure, the ‘Positio’ was submitted for the 
judgement of the cardinals and bishops of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, who gave 
their approval.

“On 19 December 2009, Benedict XVI authorised the promulgation of the decree on John Paul 
II’s heroic virtues.

“With a view to the beatification of the Venerable Servant of God, the postulator of the cause 
invited the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to examine the recovery from Parkinson’s 
disease of Sr. Marie Simon Pierre Normand, a religious of the ‘Institut des Petites Soeurs des 
Maternites Catholiques.’

“As is customary, the voluminous acts of the regularly-instituted canonical investigation, along 
with detailed reports from medical and legal experts, were submitted for scientific examination 
by the medical consultors of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints on 21 October 2010. 
The experts of the congregation, having studied the depositions and the entire documentation 
with their customary scrupulousness, expressed their agreement concerning the scientifically 
inexplicable nature of the healing. On 14 December the theological consultors, having examined 
the conclusions reached by the medical experts, undertook a theological evaluation of the case 
and unanimously recognized the unicity, antecedence, and choral nature of the invocation made 
to Servant of God John Paul II, whose intercession was effective in this prodigious healing.

“Finally, on 11 January 2011, the ordinary session of the cardinals and bishops of the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints took place. They expressed their unanimous approval, 
believing the recovery of Sr. Marie Simon Pierre to be miraculous, having been achieved by God 
in a scientifically inexplicable manner following the intercession of the Supreme Pontiff John 
Paul II, trustingly invoked both by Sr. Simon herself and by many other faithful”.

----------------------

I’m very happy!

Guido

***************************************

*** FACEBOOK GROUP “THE WAY BACK” ***

by Maureen Mroczek Morris

Editor—Maureen sent me this note, notifying me I’d been added to a Facebook 
Group that will surely interest many of our readers. I wanted to pass the basic info along 
to you, along with a URL that should take you directly to the Group’s Facebook Page. If 
it doesn’t work, log onto Facebook and search for “The Way Back.”
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Maureen Mroczek Morris added you to the group “The Way Back -- Stories of Poland’s Rape, 
Murder, Enslavement 70 Years Ago”

Group description:
To discuss and examine events in Poland during World War II and try to understand why we’ve 
know so little all these years.

The Way Back not only refers to a movie; it refers to a journey we must take to get back to the 
truth. The only ways back to the truth are through education and knowledge and engagement 
against those who just want to forget, or, worse, who deliberately wish to remain ignorant and 
imperil future generations from making the same terrible, terrible mistakes.

Go to “The Way Back -- Stories of Poland’s Rape, Murder, Enslavement 70 Years Ago”:
<http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group_141635995893840>

***************************************

*** UPCOMING EVENTS ***

Free February Workshops re: Tri-County Pol-Am Autoworkers (MI)

Looking for Tri-County Polish-Americans autoworkers (or their descendants) who want to 
document their family heritage. The Polonica Americana Research Institute (Orchard Lake, MI) 
is offering free genealogy workshops each Saturday in February. 

Meet in the Panorama Room 1:00 – 3:00 p.m., 3535 Indian Trail, Orchard Lake, Michigan. 

For more information and to RSVP, e-mail Ceil Wendt Jensen, CG at: <cjensen@
orchardlakeschools.com> or call 248-683-0323. 

<http://www.polishmission.com/genealogy/131-motorcities-heritage-grant>

Seating is limited.

[Posted to several mailing lists by Ceil Jensen.] 

-----

February 26, 2011

Connecting the Dots – A Genealogical Blockbuster

DuPage County Genealogical Society’s 36th Annual Conference

Hilton Garden Inn, St. Charles, Illinois
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DuPage County [Illinois] Genealogical Society’s 36th annual conference can help researchers of 
all levels.

Featured speakers:
George K. Schweitzer, John Philip Colletta, Jeffrey A. Bockman, Timothy N. Pinnick, Michelle 
Bray Wilson, Carole Magnuson.

This all-day event has three simultaneous lectures in four sessions. There will be exhibitors, 
vendors, and a hot lunch.

Lectures include the following topics:

International Genealogy: [German, Irish, French-Canadian, Scotch-Irish, French Ancestry]
Military Service Records, Several Methodology Talks, Cemetery Research,
Naturalization Records, WWI Draft Cards, “Passage Express” Workshop

Cost: $45-non-members (if postmarked by Feb 12), $40-DCGS members; $50 after Feb 12 and 
at the door.

Please Sign-up Early - Note that 290 people is the maximum number of registrations.

For more information see <http://www.dcgs.org> and select “Conferences”,
phone: 630-665-6599, or e-mail <DCGSRegistrar@aol.com>.

-----

Friday, September 30, and Saturday, October 1, 2011

POLISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA CONFERENCE

PGSA Conference chair, Margie LaCerra, is in the process of finalizing plans for the Society’s 
annual Fall Conference. The dates are set, as are plans to have a tour of Polish Chicago on 
Friday, September 30. “Our participants will be picked up at the conference hotel and dropped 
off there. The next day, Saturday, October 1, 2011 will be an all-day lecture series at that same 
hotel.”

So mark the date on your calendars. Further details will be given as we get them—and of course 
you can always check PGSA’s Web site, <http://www.pgsa.org>, for more info. 

***************************************

*** MORE USEFUL WEB ADDRESSES ***

<http://malgorzata-przodkowie.blogspot.com>
	 Dr. Małgorzata “Marg” Nowaczyk, who wrote a fine book in Polish to help Poles do 
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genealogical research, has started a genealogy blog. In a note she posted to the Poland-Roots 
mailing list, she said, “You may remember me as an author of Poszukiwanie Przodków—a 
genealogy resource book that I published in Poland in 2005. This is not an advertisement for 
it! But I wanted to let you all know that I have recently started a genealogy blog, “Niech żyją 
przodkowie!” [Long Live Our Ancestors!]. I hope to use this resource to find others interested 
in my areas and in the names in my genealogy. I hope you will find the time to visit it.” If you 
feel up to braving a little Polish—that is the language the blog is written in—take a look. Marg 
knows her stuff, and I want to read anything she writes.
________________________

<http://www.sggee.org/research/SGGEEMaps.html>
	 On the Poland-Roots mailing list, a member named Rose posted this URL in response to 
a request for “a map of German colonies in middle Poland dated *1938*.” Rose said to search 
the public area of the SGGEE Web site, and choose #2 on the list of maps. It reminded me that 
the SGGEE site has a lot of valuable maps and other links worth your attention.
________________________

<http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/immigration/scope.html>
	 Tom Sadauskas suggested we mention an online library at Harvard, “Aspirations, 
Acculturation, and Impact—Immigration to the United States, 1789-1930,” at the above address. 
He quoted this material from the site. “Immigration to the US, 1789-1930 is a web-based 
collection of selected historical materials from Harvard’s libraries, archives, and museums that 
documents voluntary immigration to the United States from the signing of the Constitution to 
the onset of the Great Depression. For Internet users worldwide, Immigration to the US provides 
unparalleled, free and open digital access to a significant selection of unique source materials-
more than 410,000 pages, 100 individually cataloged maps, and 7,800 photographs.”
________________________

<http://polishamericangenealogy.blogspot.com/>
	 Somewhere I ran across advice from a researcher to look at the material available on 
“Al’s Polish-American Genealogy Research Blog,” at this URL. I think we’ve mentioned this 
blog before; it not, we should have. 
________________________

<http://www.ilgensoc.org>
	 A recent issue of Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter [EOGN], mentioned that the 
Illinois State Genealogical Society has unveiled a new Web site. Eastman said the announcement 
was published online with full graphics and formatting on 15 January 2011 at the above site.
________________________

<http://genealogyindexer.org>
	 The 23 January 2011 issue of Avotaynu’s e-zine Nu? What’s New? had an article 
discussing this site, created by Logan Kleinwaks and full of excellent info for eastern European 
genealogical research. It includes “a common index to nearly 400 different historical directories 
(business, address, telephone, etc.), yizkor books (Holocaust memorial), lists of Polish military 
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officers, and community and personal histories.” I believe we’ve mentioned this sort before, but 
it’s one that deserves close attention.
________________________

<http://www.newsbank.com/readex/press.cfm?press=53>
	 The 9 January issue of Nu? said that Readex, a division of NewsBank, plans to make 
available online ethnic American newspapers from the Balch collection, 1799–1971, in Spring 
2011. You can read more about these plans at the above URL, which promises “an emphasis on 
Americans of Czech, French, German, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Japanese, Jewish, Lithuanian, 
Polish, Slovak and Welsh descent.”
________________________

<http://www.1944.pl>
	 On the Poland-Roots list, Debbie Greenlee said there are new sights to see in Warsaw, 
including the Warsaw Uprising Museum at this URL. She also suggested a look at the 
Copernicus Science Center, <http://www.kopernik.org.pl>.
________________________

<http://www.smith.hy.pr/warsaw>
	 On the Polish Genius list, one member (whose name was not given) wrote, “Today my 
snow-covered mailbox held the February issue of Smithsonian magazine, with a feature article 
on Warsaw. Very interesting, especially for those of us who have never visited. Also available 
online,” at the above URL.
________________________

<http://www.pgsctne.org/Videos/New%20Britain,%20CT.HTML>
	 On the Polish Genius list, one member posted a note saying that the 23 January 2011 
issue of the Hartford Courant had an article “about nine videos that the webmaster, Diane 
Szepanski, for the Polish Genealogical Society of CT and the Northeast photographed and edited 
about New Britain, CT Polish community.” I could not find the article on the Hartford Courant 
Web site, but these videos are available at the PGSCTNE Web site, above, or at YouTube (search 
for “New Britain’s Polish community”). 
________________________

<http://www.cosmopolitanreview.com/component/content/article/314>
	 Also on Polish Genius, Maureen Mroczek Morris posted a note from the Cosmopolitan 
Review about the release of a film, The Story of Seven Hundred Polish Children. It is available 
to watch online for free and can legally be shared or embedded on other sites. The URL above 
takes you to the Cosmopolitan Review article, and the site with the film itself is at <http://www.
nzonscreen.com/title/the-story-of-seven-hundred-polish-children-1966>.
________________________

<http://usa.ipums.org/usa/voliii/tEnumInstr.shtml>
	 On the JewishGen list, David Rosen posted this URL, saying “Enumeration instructions 
for census takers 1850 through 1950 are here.” Phyllis Kramer also posted a note about a 
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government publication, Measuring America, <http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/ma.html>. 
She said it is a huge PDF but you can download parts of it. “It contains all the census from 
1790 to 2000, with questions and enumerator instructions. I found it very helpful in answering 
students’ questions.”
________________________

<http://www.duryeapa.com/>
	 Paul S. Valasek sent this link along, describing it as “full of Polish families and history.” 
He thanked Anthony Paddock for bringing it to his attention, and praised him as “very active in 
Duryea’s Polonia.” As far as that goes, Tony Paddock also gave me some good material on the 
parish in Ostrowe Tuszowskie—the only reason I haven’t used it yet is because some of it’s in 
Polish and I haven’t had time to translate it yet. But I haven’t forgotten about it!
________________________

<http://www.angelfire.com/de/Cerskus/english/Varena1.html>
	 On the Lithuanian Genealogy mailing list, Mary Guler gave this link for an “interesting 
story online, translated into English, of life of a Lithuanian soldier under the communist Soviet 
regime.”
________________________

<http://www.jsonline.com/news/milwaukee/113147594.html>
	 On the Poland-Roots mailing list, Karen Duffy gave this link to a story she described as 
“bittersweet ... a genealogy-related story about a Polish couple and their wedding rings in the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.”
________________________

<http://www.thingspolish.com/>
	 On the Mniam mailing list, devoted to Polish cooking, a member named Joe posted this 
URL, saying it had a lot of material that might interest Polish-Americans.
________________________

<http://www.mtelliott.com/genealogy>
	 On the Poland Border Surnames list, Ceil Jensen posted this URL for an online database 
of the Mt. Elliott Cemetery Assoc. (metro Detroit). 

***************************************

YOU MAY REPRINT articles from Gen Dobry!, PROVIDED: (1) the reprint is used for non-
commercial, educational purposes; and (2) the following notice appears at the end of the article: 
Written by [author’s name, e-mail address, and URL, if given]. Previously published by Gen 
Dobry!, Vol. XII, No. 1, 31 January 2011, PolishRoots®: <http://www.PolishRoots.org/>.

If you send Gen Dobry! an item for publication and that item contains a previously unpublished 
item from a third party, please also include permission from that party to reprint the item in Gen 
Dobry! We cannot republish private correspondence or copyrighted material without express 
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permission unless it is already clearly in the public domain. If we do publish such private 
correspondence or copyrighted materials, your submission of it constitutes your agreement to 
hold the editor, Gen Dobry!, and PolishRoots®, Inc. harmless in the event of a valid claim as 
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litigation costs.
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